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John 15:1-17 (NIV)

The Vine and the Branches 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] 

so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already 
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 
4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch 
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain 
in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain 
in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and 
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into 
the fire and burned. 7  If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples. 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, 
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have 
told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete. 12  My command is this: 
Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14  You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, 
I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in 
my name the Father will give you. 17  This is my 
command: Love each other. 

Footnotes——————————————————————
[a] vs 2: The Greek for he prunes also means he cleans.

Sabbath: Restored to the Work of Love
OPEN
• What is your favorite fruit and why?
• Background: This passage is part of the Farewell 

Discourse (John 13–17). Jesus delivers these 
words in Jerusalem during the Last Supper, hours 
before his arrest and crucifixion. At the end of 
chapter 14, Jesus tells the disciples, "Come now; 
let us leave." Chapter 15 is probably spoken as 
they walk through the dark city streets toward the 
Gethsemane or while they pass local vineyards.

•  Read John 15:1-17.
STUDY
• In verses 1-8, who are the characters in this 

metaphor and what are their roles? 
• Staying in these 8 verses, what do the repeated 

words and images tell you about Jesus’ emphasis 
here? What is it he is trying to communicate to 
his disciples?

• Now looking at verses 9-17, what repeated words 
and phrases do you see in this section? What are 
the if-then statements? And finally, what are the 
commands given?

• How does one remain in the vine and in Jesus’ 
love? 

• What are the benefits of remaining? 
• What is the alternative to remaining?
• What words of comfort does Jesus leave with the 

disciples towards the end of this passage?
• What, if anything, do you personally find 

comforting in those words?
• How is the sabbath rest we’ve been talking about 

the last several weeks exemplified in the themes 
of this passage? What is the relationship between 
“resting” and “remaining”?

• What is one way you can, this week, lean more 
into the rest that the True Vine is offering?

PRAY
• Write down your answer to the last question on a 

3x5 card. Swap your card with someone else in 
the group and pray for that person all week long, 
as well as for yourself!


