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Luke 4:14-21 (niv)

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of
the Spirit, and news about him spread
through the whole countryside. 15 He was
teaching in their synagogues, and everyone
praised him.

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling
it, he found the place where it is written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for
the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. 4]

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back
to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on
him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Footnotes:: [a] Isaiah 61:1,2 (see Septuagint); Isaiah 58:6

Sabbath: A Call to Justice

OPEN

« What do you consider your home town and what
do you like best and least about it?

- Background: Note what comes before this
passage. How might Jesus be feeling after such
an experience?

- Read Luke 4:14-21.
STUDY

» How does Jesus begin his ministry and how is he
received? (vs 14-16)

+ Why start in Nazareth?

- With what message does Jesus begin and what
themes do you notice? (vs 17-19)

« What simple teaching does Jesus offer from the
scripture and how does Luke portray the drama
of the moment (vs 20-21)? Why the drama?

+ What does the teaching mean and what can the
people expect from Jesus’ ministry from here on
out?

+ In what ways is Jesus the fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecy literally and spiritually?

+ We have been studying “sabbath” the last several
weeks. How might Jesus’ purpose statement here
usher in a new kind of rest for his people?

« How can we help carry Jesus’ mission of rest,
freedom, and justice into our own hometown?

« What rest do you find in Jesus’ words in this
passage? Is there an invitation for you here?

PRAY

- Pray about ways you and our congregation can
more deeply find your/our sabbath rest in Jesus
himself while at the same time carry His message
to those around us.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204%3A14-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25083a

