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Isaiah 11:1-12 (NIV)

The Branch From Jesse 
1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of  
	 the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the  
	 viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner 
for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his 
resting place will be glorious. 11 In that day the Lord 
will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the 
surviving remnant of his people from Assyria, from 
Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush,[b] from 
Elam, from Babylonia,[c] from Hamath and from the 
islands of the Mediterranean. 
12 He will raise a banner for the nations 
    and gather the exiles of Israel; 
he will assemble the scattered people of Judah 
    from the four quarters of the earth. 

Footnotes——————————————————————
a.) vs 6: Hebrew; Septuagint lion will feed; b.) vs 11: That is, the 
upper Nile region; c.) Hebrew Shinar

Shalom: Wholeness

OPEN
• Look up the word “shalom”. What does it mean 

and how have you experienced it in your life? 
• Background: Throughout this study, please keep 

in mind that Biblical prophecy often has a dual or 
multi-layered fulfillment, meaning it features an 
immediate, partial event for the original audience 
alongside a complete, ultimate fulfillment later in 
history (such as in the New Testament and/or the 
end times).

• Read Isaiah 11:1-12.

STUDY
• Looking at verses 1-5, describe the Branch— 

where is he from, what qualities will he have and 
what will he do?

• How will this leader be different than other 
leaders Israel has had up to this point (8th 
century BC)?

• According to verses 6-9, what other things will 
happen in the world during his reign? 

• In verses 10-12, what more will be accomplished 
by this Root of Jesse?

• This passage is considered a “Messianic” 
prophecy and was written before the Jewish 
exile. How was this prophecy fulfilled in old 
testament times? How was it fulfilled in Jesus’ 
day? How do you think it might be fulfilled in the 
future?

• How does this passage describe “shalom” as you 
defined it above?

• How do the images here make you feel? What 
part stands out as the most hopeful or beautiful to 
you?

• How might we, in some small way, help hasten 
that kind of shalom in the here and now— 
individually, as a small group, and as a church?

PRAY
• Pray that God would use us to usher in his 

shalom!


