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WELCOME TO THE VOLUNTEER MINISTRY TEAM OF FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN BAKERSFIELD!  

IT TRULY IS A “GREAT ADVENTURE!”  

It is a joy and a privilege to welcome you to our team!  You are an answer to prayer, an 

important piece of the puzzle and an integral part of what God is doing at FP!  

Obviously you love kids and want to see God work in their lives!  You want to see them 

become all God wants them to be through a relationship with Jesus Christ!   

 

Before we take a look at all the essentials of our Children’s Ministry, we want to take a 

brief look at the Statement of Faith of our church, the Vision and Purpose statement of 

our children’s ministry.  Our Children’s Ministry is only one piece of the overall picture of 

the part that First Presbyterian is playing in the community for the Kingdom!  What we 

do to reach babies through sixth graders and to be a blessing to their parents, is all a 

part of our church’s mission of “Knowing Christ, Loving One Another, and Blessing the 

World.”  Thank you for committing yourself to helping make that possible. 

 

Happy to have you on board! 

 

 

Carol Scheevel 

Director of Children’s Ministries 
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STAFF CONTACT INFO

 

Carol Scheevel 

Director of Children’s Ministries (D.C.M.) 

Carol@fpbchurch.com 

Cell Phone: 661-578-0011 

Office Phone:  325-9419, ext. 132 

Office Hours:  M – Th. 9:30 – 5:00  

 

Kimberly Andresen 

Childcare Coordinator 

e-mail: kimberlyandresen@yahoo.com  

Cell phone: 661-699-2187 

 

Aileen Miller 

Admin. Assistant for Youth and Children 

aileen@fpbchurch.com 

Cell Phone: 661-204-9457 

Office Phone: 325-9419, ext. 115 

 

 

Children’s Ministry Leadership Team: 

Cathy Bishop 

Jenni Blize 

Aileen Miller 

Tracie Monroe 

Jennifer Wilson 

Kelle Kizziar 

Joyce Witcher 

Kimberly Andresen 

 

Christian Education Committee (2016/17): 

Delani Bair, Chairman 

John McCormick,  Elder 

Staff Members:  

Scott Dickson 

Carol Scheevel  

Marci Fleischer 

John Kryvoruka 

Steve Gold 

Pastor Dave Constance 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Staff (2016/17): 

2’s (9:00am): Yom Heng, 

2’s (10:30am):   

3’s & 4’s (9:00am):   

3’s & 4’s (10:30am): Aaron & Jenni Blize, Aileen 

Miller, Dillon Byrd 

K-6th Grade (9:00am): Chuck & Terry Wyckoff, Riley 

& Cathy Bishop 

Kinder (10:30am):  Jo Young, Lisa Elliott 

1st -3rd  Grade (10:30am) : Rotating Teachers 

4th -6th Grade (10:30am):  Rotating Teachers 

 

Kid University/CritterLand Leaders (2016/17): 

Registration:  Jenni Blize, Aileen Miller 

CritterLand Leaders: 

CritterLand A: Connie Henderson, Pranee 

Phimmachack, Marta Gomez 

CritterLand B: Sandy Hughes, Toni Hughes, Blanca 

Gomez, Kathleen Doyle 

KidU Small Group Leaders: 

1st & 2nd Grade: Jo Young, Laurie Hothan, Susan 

Worley 

3rd & 4th  Grade Girls: Anjela Wade, Myrna 

Scritchfield, Lindsey Coleman 

3rd & 4th Grade Boys: Daniel Hjertstedt, Matt 

Wade 

5th & 6th Grade Girls: Carla Keosoupahn, Cari 

Conner 

5th & 6th Grade Boys: Patrick Henderson, Greg 

Johnson 

Elective Teachers: (Varies Each Quarter) 

  

Paid Childcare Workers: 

Yom Heng 

Melanie Henderson 

Bobbi White 

Pranee Phimmachack 

Eliza Green 
Connie Henderson 

Patti Otts 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Carol@fpbchurch.com
mailto:kimberlyandresen@yahoo.com
mailto:aileen@fpbchurch.com
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First Presbyterian Bakersfield Statement of Faith 

from 

“Essentials of Our Faith” Evangelical Presbyterian Book of Order 

 

All Scripture is self-attesting and being 
Truth, requires our unreserved submission 
in all areas of  life. The infallible Word of 
God, the sixty-six books of the Old and New 
Testaments, is a complete and unified 
witness to God’s redemptive acts 
culminating in the incarnation of the Living 
Word, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible, 
uniquely and fully inspired by the Holy  
Spirit, is the supreme and final authority on 
all matters on which it speaks. On this sure  
foundation we affirm these additional 
essentials of our faith.  
1. We believe in one God, the sovereign  
Creator and Sustainer of all things, infinitely  
perfect and eternally existing in three 
Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To  
Him be all honor, glory and praise forever!  
2. Jesus Christ, the living Word, became 
flesh through His miraculous conception by 
the Holy Spirit and His virgin birth. He who 
is true God became true man united in one  
Person forever. He died on the cross a  
sacrifice for our sins according to the  
Scriptures. On the third day He arose bodily  
from the dead, ascended into heaven 
where,  
at the right hand of the Majesty on High,  
He now is our High Priest and Mediator.  
3. The Holy Spirit has come to glorify Christ  
and to apply the saving work of Christ to  
our hearts. He convicts us of sin and draws  
us to the Savior, indwelling our hearts. He  
gives new life to us, empowers and imparts  
gifts to us for service. He instructs and  
guides us into all truth, and seals us for the  
day of redemption.  
4. Being estranged from God and 
condemned by our sinfulness, our salvation 
is wholly dependent upon the work of God’s 
free grace. God credits His righteousness to  
those who put their faith in Christ alone for  
their salvation, and thereby justifies them in  
His sight. Only such as are born of the Holy  

Spirit and receive Jesus Christ become  
children of God and heirs of eternal life.  
5. The true Church is composed of all 
persons who through saving faith in Jesus 
Christ and the sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit are united together in the body of 
Christ. The Church finds her visible yet 
imperfect, expression in local congregations 
where the Word of God is preached in its 
purity and the sacraments are administered 
in their integrity, where scriptural discipline 
is practiced, and where loving fellowship is  
maintained. For her perfecting she awaits  
the return of her Lord.  
6. Jesus Christ will come again to the earth  
personally, visibly, and bodily—to judge the  
living and the dead, and to consummate  
history and the eternal plan of God. “Even  
so, come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev. 22:20)  
7. The Lord Jesus Christ commands all  
believers to proclaim the gospel throughout  
the world and to make disciples of all  
nations. Obedience to the Great 
Commission requires total commitment to 
“Him who loved us and gave Himself for 
us.” He calls us to a life of self-denying love 
and service. “For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10)  
 
 
The Essentials are set forth in greater detail 
in the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
 

In Essentials ...Unity  
In Non-Essentials ... Liberty  
In All Things ... Charity  
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Explanatory Statement to “Essentials of Our Faith” 

 

The Westminster Confession of Faith is a confessional statement of orthodox 
Presbyterianism. The Westminster Confession of Faith is our standard of doctrine as 
found in Scripture. It is a positive statement of the Reformed Faith. The Westminster 
Confession of Faith constitutes a system of biblical truth that an officer of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church is required to believe, acknowledging that each 
individual court has the freedom to allow exceptions which do not infringe upon the 
system of the doctrine in the Westminster Confession of Faith. “Essentials of Our Faith” 
is an irenic statement of historic evangelicalism. The purpose of “Essentials of Our 
Faith” is to define core beliefs of the Christian Faith. It expresses historic Christian 
beliefs common to all true believers and churches throughout the world. “Essentials of 
Our Faith” is not intended to be the exclusive test of orthodoxy for ordination. It is not 
intended to be used as an explicit standard for minimal core beliefs for candidates, 
ordination or ministerial examinations. It is not to be construed as a substitute for the 
Westminster Confession of Faith.  
 
Both the Westminster Confession of Faith and “Essentials of Our Faith” are important 
documents in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. The Westminster Confession of Faith 
and “Essentials of Our Faith” are not alternative statements of truth, nor are they 
competitive statements of truth. They each serve important and harmonious purposes 
within the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. The Westminster Confession of Faith 
preserves our commitment to the historic orthodoxy of the Reformed Faith. “Essential of 
Our Faith” preserves our commitment to historic evangelicalism.  
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GREAT ADVENTURE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PURPOSE & VALUES 

 

We are committed to Guiding children in their Journey with Jesus through 

*Knowing Christ 

*Loving one another 

*Blessing the World 
 

 

Our Children’s Ministry Values: 

 

SAFE:  Our ministry, classrooms, and activities must be both physically and emotionally 

safe for children. 

 

BIBLICALLY RELEVANT:  Our Bible teaching reaches today’s children with real-life 

application. 

 

CREATIVE:  We teach the Bible creatively to make the Bible come alive to children.  

 

RELATIONSHIPS:  We model authentic relationships where children are intentionally 

shepherded. 

 

FUN:  The Great Adventure Children’s Ministry is a place where children want to come 

back every week! 

 

FAMILY FOCUSED:  We recognize that parents are the primary spiritual influencers of 

their children, so we seek to empower parents with the tools they need to guide their 

children spiritually at home.  

 

WHOLE CHILD:  We recognize that children need to grow spiritually, socially, 

emotionally, mentally, and physically.  Our activities are appropriate for the various 

developmental stages of children.  

 

TEAM:  The Bible is clear that each member of the church body plays a part in the 

growth of the church, and that each member is gifted uniquely to advance the 

Kingdom.  We empower volunteers to lead in Children’s Ministries and believe that a 

strong ministry is dependent on strong leaders.  
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OUR TARGET (Who are we trying to reach?)  

 

According to Rick Warren in “The Purpose Driven Church,” there are various ways to 

reach the community we are placed in with the gospel of Christ.  With that in mind, we 

recognize the following circles of children: 

 

THE COMMUNITY:  Children who only attend events at our church occasionally (2-3 

times a year) such as Harvest Festival or Christmas Eve. 

 

THE CROWD:  Children who attend approximately once a month, and consider First 

Pres their church home. 

 

THE CONGREGATION:  Children who are committed to a small group, such as Sunday 

School or Kid U.  They are in fellowship with each other. 

 

THE COMMITTED:  Children who are growing spiritually and have committed 

themselves to be accountable.   They are actively memorizing scripture. 

 

THE CORE:  Children who are involved in service and evangelism (especially with their 

family.)   They are participating in all of the above plus they are inviting their friends to 

events and sharing their faith. 
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THE PRIVILEGE OF GUIDING CHILDREN SPIRITUALLY 

 

Those who serve in Children’s Ministries (whether it be once a month or every week, 

and whether it be rocking babies or teaching the Bible at VBS) are caretakers fo the 

most critical ‘gardens’ in all of life…the souls of children.  Jesus gave us the frightfully 

exhilarating honor of coaching, guiding, encouraging, and reinforcing spiritual life from 

a place that previously had NONE.  He’s given us the tools, the training, and even the 

partners we need to nurture children during their formative years of spiritual growth, 

with the goal of seeing those children develop into “fully functioning followers” of 

Christ…people who Know Christ, Love One Another, and Bless the World. 

 

The principles of God’s Word and the goals we have for seeing our children grow in 

Christ do not change, but the means and methods (programs, ideas, etc.) change 

often.  What worked a few years ago, may or may not still work today.  However, the 

need for dedicated, caring individuals to help guide children in their spiritual journey 

has not changed.  We live in a society that is reluctant to commit to anything that is 

inconvenient or requires sacrifice.  (We long for instant results and thrilling 

experiences.)  I am so grateful for the faithful leaders at First Pres who are swimming 

against the tide!  People like you who are willing to commit to the call of the Great 

Commission and who recognize that we need spiritual leaders for our children NOW 

more than EVER BEFORE!  Men and women who realize that their calling is not just one 

hour a week, but a 7-day-a-week ministry.  I am thankful that God has called each of 

YOU to love, guide, lead, teach, and pray for the children God brings under the 

umbrella of your care. 

 

Luke 22:26 illustrates our calling:  In clearing up a dispute about who will be the 

greatest in the kingdom, Jesus tells his disciples during the last supper, “But you are 

not like that.  Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the 

one who rules like the one who serves.”  What a privilege to serve the Lord together! 

 

Let us continue to… 

 

 Encourage each other 

 Pray for one another 

 Help one another 

 And have fun together as we serve 

the Lord, serve our church, and 

serve the children and families of 

First Pres together! 
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OUR MINISTRIES AND GOALS 

How do each of our programs at FP align with our Vision Statement?  Why do we do 

what we do? 

 

KNOWING CHRIST LOVING ONE ANOTHER BLESSING THE WORLD 

Sunday School Sunday School Harvest Festival 

Summer Bible Blast (VBS) Summer Bible Blast (VBS) Operation Christmas Child 

Kid University Small Groups Kid University Elective Classes Summer Bible Blast (VBS) 

CritterLand Rt. 56 Fellowship Events Offering for Jolly 

Summer Camp Christmas Events, Easter Parties SBB Missions Project 

Baptism Class Upward Basketball/Soccer Kid U/CritterLand Study Abroad 

Moment for Young Disciples Summer Field Trips Upward Basketball/Soccer 

 Summer Camp Rt. 56 (Service Projects) 

 Childcare during Adult Activities Kid U Electives 

 

In addition to these Children’s Ministry events and programs, there are opportunities for 

kids to Know Christ, Love One Another, and Bless the World as they participate with 

their parents/families in all church events such as Night of Renewal, Agape Supper, and 

attending morning worship services. 
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YOUR ROLE AS A MEMBER OF THE  

GREAT ADVENTURE VOLUNTEER TEAM AT FP! 

 

As you serve each week in the ministry you have been called to and build relationships 

with the children and their parents, keep in mind that the goal is to help children grow 

in their walk with Christ.  Everything we do should lead toward that end.  Here are a 

few specific reminders about your role during your time of service.  

 

Responsibilities of Children’s Ministry Team Members: 
 

I.  PREPARATION FOR SERVING 

a. Know the children you minister to (see “age characteristics” and “spiritual concepts 

children should learn). 

b. Represent our vision and values. Be a Godly role model to our children. 

c. Continue growing in your own relationship to Jesus Christ through Worship +3: 

- Knowing: Am I spending time with the Lord every day? 

- Loving: Am I giving myself to a ministry at my church? 

- Blessing: Am I service a need in our community? 

d. Be faithful in attending teacher leadership times (fellowship times and/ or training 

times with the other team members). 

e. Be prepared!  Don’t wait until the last minute to study and prepare your teaching 

time.  Let the Holy Spirit lead you and teach you as you prepare each week. 

II.  WHILE YOU ARE SERVING: 

a. Give a positive first impression to children and parents as they enter by exhibiting a 

warm and caring personality.   

b. Arrive early to set up and prepare! (At least 20 minutes before the designated start 

time.) 

c. Encourage good behavior from the students. Kids need structure so they can have fun.  

Expect kind and respectful behavior. (See “Children’s Ministry Behavior Standards”.) 

d. Let the children see your walk with the Lord and allow Jesus to love them through you.  

Be authentic, open, and honest in an age appropriate way.  

e. Always call the person “above you” if you are going to be absent.  Always enlist your 

own sub as early as possible.  

III. AT THE END OF EACH SESSION: 

a. Before leaving, always leave the room you are using as neat and clean as possible.  

Remember that we share the rooms with many other groups.  

b. Turn off the air conditioner or heat; turn off lights. 

c. Wipe tables. 

d. Follow up on absent children with a postcard or phone call.   

e. Notify the Children’s Ministry Director of any special needs in your class or group 

(families that may be experiencing illness, financial need, or trauma).  Turn in a 

“Sunday Summary” form at the end of each/any session to report praises and/or 

problems, and request any supplies.   
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YOUTH INVOLVEMENT POLICY 

Young people in 7th grade and up are invited to serve in Children’s Ministry if they show 

the maturity and character necessary for this responsibility. There is an application form 

and an application process for them to complete before they can begin serving. The 

mentoring process is called “T.L.C.”  (Teens Loving Children)  A recommendation from 

the parent and a youth leader (such as a small group leader) must be turned in as well.   

 

There must always be at least a 5 year (recommended) age gap between the student 

serving and the children they are working with.  (Such as 15 year olds serving with 10 

year olds.)  Very few Jr. High students (7th/ 8th grade) are allowed to help in the Baby / 

Toddler room.  Those who are permitted are not allowed to lift children or change 

diapers.  

 

TLC Expectations: 

 

I.  Expectations for the Church: 

a. Students will be given adequate training for working in an early childhood 

setting (toddlers through kindergarten). 

b. Students will be given clear instructions regarding expectations for dress, 

behavior, attendance, safety and security guidelines, and responsibilities 

in the classroom he/ she is assigned to. 

c. Students will be evaluated bi-annually by the teacher in the classroom.  

Feedback will also be given by the youth director and/ or small group 

leader (to ensure that the student is maintaining active involvement in 

youth ministry programs).   

II. Expectations for the Student: 

a. Have attended FP for at least 6 months. 

b. Has attended the TLC class and completed assigned homework and 

paperwork.  

c. Faithful, regular attendance in Youth Department activities, especially 

small group. 

d. Faithful and punctual to assigned Children’s Ministry area. 

e. Dress code:  no bare midriffs, modest tops and bottoms, no 

undergarments showing (even when sitting down), no spaghetti straps, 

clothing appropriate for working with young children (sitting on the floor, 

playing with paint/ playdough, etc.). 

f. Focus on the child:  not coming to talk to your friends.  

g. Respectful toward the lead teacher in the classroom. 

h. Follow church safety/ security policies. 
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A Child’s Walk of Faith 

Youth Team Member Application 
*Be sure to print legibly! 

 

Name ______________________________________ Date of Birth: ____________________ 
 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

                  Street             City     Zip 

School I attend: _________________________________    Grade in School: ______________ 
 

Best way to be contacted:   cell    text   email    facebook  (circle one) 
  

Cell number________________________  Home Phone Number _________________________ 

Email_____________________________  Facebook Name ____________________________ 
 

What skills, spiritual gifts, or talents do you have which might be useful serving in Children’s 

Ministries 

 
 

 

What training or experiences do you have which might be useful in Children’s Ministries? ( including 

other activities you are currently involved in) 

 
 

 

What types of ministry do you feel you would be most interested in: (feel free to check more than one) 

_____ Nursery (Babies/ Toddlers)                   _____ Early Childhood (2 – 5 year olds) 

_____ Early Elementary (1st – 3rd Gr.)               _____ Upper Elementary (4th – 6th Gr.) 

_____ Music (singing/ playing an instrument)   _____ Puppet Ministry                           

_____ Drama/ storytelling/ leading Bible Studies 

_____ Being a small group leader 

_____ Behind the scenes stuff such as sound board, crafts, setting up the room, etc. 

_____ Administrative stuff like checking kids in, organizing things, making phone calls, etc. 
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If you could do anything for God without fear of failure, what would it be? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References:   (Please provide name and phone#/ email address of three references, including your 

most recent small group leader at church.) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

My parents understand that I am applying to serve as a volunteer in Children’s Ministries, and they 

are in support of that desire.  They understand that I will be accountable to other adults in 

Children’s Ministries, I will not be left alone in a room with children, that I will be expected to be 

on time when it’s my turn to serve, and that I will follow the guidelines of Children’s Ministries.  

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I certify that all information provided in this application is true and complete.  I understand that 

any false information or omission may disqualify me from further consideration, and may result in 

my removal if discovered at a later date.  If I am selected to serve in an area of Children’s 

Ministries, I also understand that I will be prompt, that I will be prepared, and that I will give 

adequate notice if I’m going to be absent. 

 

Student Signature __________________________________ Date _____________ 
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ROOM ASSIGNMENTS 

 

These are the meeting locations and normal pick up locations for each age group. If 

you move your class to another room please remember to write a note for parents and 

tape it to the front door of your classroom. 

 

  
Sundays 

@ 9:00 am 
 

Sundays @ 
10:30 am 

Wednesdays 
@6:00 pm 

Babies – Toddlers Lambs/Sheep Room Lambs Room Lambs Room 

Two Year Olds 
(DOB before 9/1) 

Lambs/Sheep Room Sheep Room Rabbits 
(CritterLand A) 

Three Year Olds 
(DOB before 9/1) 

Rabbits Rabbits Room Rabbits 
(CritterLand A)  

Four Year Olds & Pre-K 
(DOB before 9/1) 

Rabbits Rabbits Room Chipmonk Room 
(CritterLand B)  

Kindergarten 
(Must be attending K.) 

Rabbits Chipmonk Room Chipmonk Room 
(CritterLand B) 

1st Grade Carpenters Backlot Jerusalem Co-Ed: Basketweavers &  
Carpenters 2nd Grade Carpenters  Backlot Jerusalem 

3rd Grade Carpenters Shopkeepers Girls: Shopkeepers/Potters 
Boys: Backlot Jerusalem 

4th Grade Carpenters Shopkeepers Girls: Shopkeepers/Potters 
Boys: Backlot Jerusalem 

5th Grade Carpenters Mission Control Girls: Mission Control 
Boys: Explorers Room 

6th Grade Carpenters Mission Control Girls: Mission Control 
Boys: Explorers Room 
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GUEST REGISTRATION FORM INSTRUCTIONS 

 

The following form is used by first time visitors when they arrive at The Great Adventure on 

Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings. The welcome center greeter assists the parents / 

guardians in filling out the form and escorting the visitor to the appropriate classroom.  The 

original copy of the form is given to the D.C.M. (mailbox at the Welcome Center desk) and the 

carbon copy is taken with the child to the classroom in order to provide the teacher the 

information necessary to FOLLOW UP on the child (send a postcard, etc.)   It is suggested that 

each classroom maintain a file box for visitor slips in the classroom.  
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RATIOS USED IN 

THE GREAT ADVENTURE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

Note:  The numbers indicated below represent the MAXIMUM number of children per 

adult per room.  Less is always OK! 

BABIES AND TODDLERS (2-24 Months) 

1 leader to 3 children* 

Max: 12 children per room** 

TWO YEAR OLDS 

1 leader to 4 children 

Max: 15 children per room 

THREE & FOUR YEAR OLDS 

1 leader to 5 children 

Max: 20 children per room 

KINDERGARTEN 

1 leader to 6 children 

Max: 20 children per room 

1ST-2nd GRADE 

1 leader to 8 children 

Max: 30 children per room 

3rd -4th Grade 

 I leader to 9 children 

  Max: 35 children per room 

4th-6th GRADE 

1 leader to 10 children 

Max: 40 children per room 

*Remember, there must always be at least two (2) leaders in each room, even if the 

number of children does not require that for ratio purposes. 

**Maximum numbers indicate how many children we would allow before dividing that 

class in half.  These room numbers do not apply to Mission Control and Backlot 

Jerusalem.  
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SAMPLE TEACHING SCHEDULES FOR SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Each team of teachers will put their own unique spin on a Sunday morning schedule. These are 

just suggestions to get your started. Contact the Children’s Director or Early Childhood 

Coordinator if you have any questions or need help in fine tuning the schedule for your own 

particular group.  

EARLY CHILDHOOD (2’S – 5’S) 

8:40 am: Volunteers and paid staff arrive to set up.  

8:50 am: Children begin arriving (after checking in at 

Welcome Desk).  Parents given written instructions in 

classrooms.  Children participate in Activity Centers.  

9:15 am: Clean up time 

9:20 am: Worship and Large Group Teaching (from 

Curriculum) 

9:30 am: Outside Playground or Movement Time 

(Indoor Games, Movement to Music, etc.) 

9:45 am: Table Time (Sunday School Craft)  

9:55 am: Free Play or story books while waiting for 

parents 

10:05 am: Pick Up Time (Be SURE to check stickers 

from each parent!) 

10:15 am: Second Hour Teachers arriving and setting 

up. 

10:15 – 10:40: Activity Centers as children are leaving 

and arriving. 

(First Hour teachers may not leave until there 

are at least 2 leaders present for the 10:30 

Class.) 

10:40 am: Clean up Centers 

10:45 am: Worship, Prayer, Offering, and Story Time 

11:05 am: Wash Hands and Have snack at tables 

11:15 am: Craft Activity or Game 

11:30 am: Options While Waiting for Parents: 

 Active Listening/ Large Motor Games (such 

as Simon Says) 

 Practice Memory Verse 

 Read books to group of children on the rug. 

 Video of Bible Story and/or worship 

ELEMENTARY (K – 6TH GRADE) 

8:40 am: Volunteers arrive to set up. 

9:00 am: Children attend “Big Church” (Moment for 

Young Disciples) 

9:15 am: Children escorted to various classes 

(Teachers take roll to use in case of evacuation.)  

9:20 am: Large Group (Object lessons, games, music, 

Bible Lesson) 

9:40 am: Table Activities, Memory Verse Games, 

Application Activities 

10:05 am: Parents Picking Up (Be sure to check all 

parent stickers.)  

10:30 am: Children attend “Big Church”  (Moment for 

Young Disciples) 

10:45 am: Children escorted to various classes 

10:50 am: Opening Activities such as 

 Memory Verse Review 

 Memory Verse Song 

 Books of the Bible Games 

 Offering 

 Welcome Visitors 

 Review of Previous Weeks 

 Take Roll to use in case of evacuation  

11:00 am: Game/ Activity 

11:05 am: Bible Lesson 

11:15 am: Application (Discussion Questions) and/or  

    Small Group Time 

11:35/40 am: Dismissal (Remember to Check Parent 

pick up stickers) 
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GREAT ADVENTURE KIDS STANDARDS 

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go….”  Proverbs 22:6 

 

It is our desire that every child have a safe and fun experience in all of our Great 

Adventure Programs and events.  It is our goal that children will be held to the 

following standards: 

 

 Participate in everything 

 Ask before you leave the group (restroom/ dismissal, etc.) 

 Be kind and courteous 

 No cheating or lying 

 Obey rules and follow directions 

 Only one person speaks at a time 

 Respect the property of others 

 No throwing of objects inside the building 

 

GREAT ADVENTURE KID RULES 

 

Make sure that the children in your group know and understand these rules and 

consequences.  Discuss what each one means and then review them often. 

 

Great Adventure Kids are… 

 Respectful 

  Kind 

         Involved 

         Fun 

 

CONSEQUENCES 

 

The kids also need to know what the consequences are if they break a rule.  

Consequences should be implemented fairly, consistently, and with respect.   

1. You will be told once. 

2. You will be reminded once. 

3. You will sit out of your favorite activity (whether it be a game, an elective time, a 

snack time, etc.) and the D.C.M. will be notified. 

4. Your parents will be notified by the D.C.M. 
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HOW TO DISCIPLINE IN LOVE 

 

Discipline involves both guidance and punishment, but we often focus on the 

punishment part of the word.  Punishment is retaliation for wrong doing, but discipline 

is actually the process of providing guidance.  Discipline helps a child acquire self-

control---- an inner commitment to do what is right.  

 

Most discipline issues in Children’s Ministries can be prevented by being well prepared 

and having a plan in place for your time with the children.  Children who are engaged in 

the activities and lesson you have planned will not have time to become a discipline 

issue.  

 

Here are some guidelines for the teachers: 

 

*Develop an atmosphere of love and acceptance. Each child who enters your classroom 

needs to feel loved and wanted. By listening to what children want to tell you and by 

firmly redirecting a child’s out-of-bounds behavior, you demonstrate your love and care. 

 

*Provide meaningful activities.  Children often misbehave because they are bored or 

because there is nothing new or challenging to engage their minds.  By providing a 

variety of centers, games, or activities each week, children will be less likely to find 

trouble for themselves! 

 

*Set realistic standards that can be enforced.  Be realistic and consistent.  For example, 

don’t ask children to “sit still.”  It is impossible!  But in expecting them to be respectful 

to others, to the teacher, and to the room, you can realistically enforce that 

expectation. 

 

*Recognize accomplishments and good behavior.  “I really appreciate how you...” or 

“You’re really good at…” are good ways to affirm your students. When children know 

that you are looking for positive behavior in the room, they will be less likely to display 

disruptive behavior.  Sometimes you will need to ignore negative behavior.  
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GREAT ADVENTURE MINISTRY POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 

(SAFETY & SECURITY/ CHILD ABUSE POLICY) 

 

Our goal is to maintain the highest standards in order to protect both the volunteers 

and the children in our ministry.  To prevent the allegations of child abuse or to prevent 

the actual occurrence of child abuse, all workers (both paid and volunteer) are to follow 

the guidelines listed below.  Anyone who works with the children at First Presbyterian 

Bakersfield is subject to the supervision and evaluation of the church staff (our pastors 

and ministry directors).  In order to maintain our goal, the Children’s Ministry Staff and 

the Children’s Ministry Leadership Team reserves the right to dismiss volunteers who 

fail to follow the Great Adventure Ministry Policies and Guidelines.  

 

Volunteer Staff 

 All volunteer staff must be approved by the Director of Children’s Ministries 

(D.C.M.) and the Discipleship Committee, and must wear their identification 

nametags when serving. 

 All volunteer and paid staff are fingerprinted before serving. 

 Be very careful with your nametag.  Do not leave it someplace where it can be 

stolen or lost.  

 Only approved teens (TLC Class or those who have filed application forms) may 

assist in the classrooms.  

 Student volunteers must be at least 13 years old. Junior High students may serve 

with children two years old and up. Age 16 and above may serve with children in 

the Lambs room and above. 

 

Child Check-In and Dismissal 

Early Childhood 

 Every child must check in at the computer check-in desk (Welcome Center.) 

Parents may check all their children in at the same place/ same time. 

 In Early Childhood (Infants through Kindergarten) children are also signed in at 

the classroom. 

 Nursery Infants, Toddlers, and 2 year old Parents are given a pager to help 

reach parents in case of emergency.  

 Parents are encouraged to wait outside the door of the room both at drop off 

and pick up time, to reduce interruption and for the safety of the other children.   

 In the Lambs room, parents may come into the room to drop off a sleeping baby   

 Volunteers must make sure that each child’s belongings are properly labeled.  

 Each child receives a nametag at check in.  The number on the nametag 

matches the number on the parent pick up sticker. Make sure that every parent 

has a pick up sticker.  
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 Each Classroom has a sign to remind parents that they MUST have their pick up 

sticker at pick up time. 

 No child is to be released without the parents’ pick up sticker.  (Or proper photo 

identification if sticker is lost or misplaced.)  Siblings are not allowed to pick up 

children in Early Childhood (K and below). 

 One teacher / volunteer should be assigned to the door of the classroom at pick 

up time to check stickers.  If the parents see that you are in the habit of always 

asking, then they will get in the habit of always having their stickers ready! 

 Children with runny noses, fever, pink or draining eyes, etc. will not be admitted 

into the classroom. 

 

Elementary 

 All 1st – 6th Graders must check in at the computer check-in desk (Welcome 

Center). Parents may check all their children in at the same place/ same time. 

 Parents will receive a pick up sticker when checking their children in, and 

children will receive a nametag.   

 On Sunday mornings, 1st – 6th graders will attend the morning worship time 

from 9:00 – 9:10 am (during 1st service) or from 10:30 – 10:45 (during 2nd 

service) with their parent(s) before being dismissed to class. 

 Children’s Ministry volunteers will escort the children to class after being 

dismissed from the Sanctuary. The escorts will check to make sure all children 

walking over to class have on a nametag.   

 If a child does not have a nametag on, the child should be returned to their 

parent to be checked in.  

 At pick up time, all 1st – 4th Graders will only be released to their parents.  Fifth 

and Sixth graders may be released on their own (with parental permission) at 

the end of class time, except during late evening activities, when all children 

must be picked up by a parent.  

 

Volunteer and Child Safety 

 No volunteer may be alone with a child at any time.   

 There must be a minimum of two adults in each room anytime children are 

present. (An adult for our Children’s Ministry is defined as someone age 16 and 

above.)  If there are only 2 adults in a room, at least one of the adults must be 

over 18. 

 Parents are permitted to observe or visit in their own child’s classroom after he/ 

she has signed in at the Welcome Desk and received a Guest Badge.  

 A visiting parent/ guest must never be left alone with other people’s children in a 

classroom. 
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 When caring for infants, an adult should only hold one baby at a time on his/ her 

lap.   

 Volunteers should always maintain “eyes on the room” in order to watch and 

supervise all the children in the room. Do not sit with your back to a room full of 

children.  

 A proper adult to child ratio will be maintained in all Early Childhood and 

Elementary groups for the safety of the children and volunteers.  The D.C.M. or 

Childcare Coordinator may close a room when necessary to keep safe ratios.  

Infants – 1 year olds: 1:3 

2 year olds:   1:4 

3 & 4 year olds:  1:5 

Kindergarten:  1:6 

1ST & 2nd Grade:  1:8 

3rd & 4th Grade:  1:9 

5th & 6th Grade:  1:10 

 

Restroom Procedures 

 Men and teens under age 16 are not permitted to change diapers. 

 When changing diapers, the adult must wear protective gloves (both hands). 

 When changing diapers, the teacher changing diapers must remain in plain sight 

of another adult.  

 In Early Childhood, men may not accompany boys or girls to the restroom. 

 In Early Childhood, adult volunteers should wait at the door of the restroom if at 

all possible and only enter the restroom to help the child if absolutely necessary. 

 In Early Childhood (children out of diapers) we do not touch a child’s private 

parts, but can only give verbal instructions to help the child.  

 If a child needs help with clothing (zippers, buttons, etc.) after using the 

restroom, have him come out of the restroom to provide help within sight of the 

other adults.  

 In Elementary grade, men may not accompany girls to the restroom. 

 When elementary children leave the room to use the restroom, they should 

travel in at least pairs.  Adult volunteers should wait in the hallway near the 

restroom, but do not enter the restroom with the children. 

 Leaders are to NEVER be alone with a child inside a restroom and NEVER enter a 

bathroom stall with a child with the door shut.  

 It is strongly suggested that volunteers remind parents to take elementary 

children to the restroom before class in order to avoid restroom issues during 

class.  
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Appropriate Touching 

 Safe touching includes:  patting on the head, shoulder, or upper back, shaking 

hands, high fives, fist “bumps”, and side hugs. 

 Children age 2 and under may be picked up.  Be sure there are other adults 

around if you are picking up a child.  For safety reasons, if you are holding or 

carrying a child, it is suggested that you remain seated. 

 We do not encourage children age 4 and above to sit on a teacher’s lap.  Have 

them stand or sit at your side.  

 Do not allow children to hang from your legs or waist. 

 Do not kiss a child in any way. 

 Never hit, spank, push, pull, kick, or shake a child.  We never demean, belittle, 

swear at, or call a child names.  Even yanking a child by the arm can cause 

physical injury.  Pulling a child’s hair, or pulling them by the ear is not 

appropriate for leaders in our ministry.  

 If an extremely difficult situation arises where you must physically remove a child 

from an area to prevent possible physical danger, or if a child is physically 

harmful to himself, another child, or an adult, make sure there is another adult in 

the room with you and can see what you are doing. (Preferably someone not 

related to you.) 

 Your touch should have godly purpose.  In other words, a gently reminder for a 

child who needs correction, quieting a child in pain, or affirming a child in a 

positive manner.  
 

Reporting 

All volunteers and paid employees of FP Bakersfield shall immediately report to the 

D.C.M. or Early Childhood Coordinator any allegations or suspicions of abuse or neglect 

on minor children (age 0-18 years) which they become aware of during their duties at 

FPC.  If the D.C.M. is unavailable (or if the allegations or suspicions involves them) all 

allegations or suspicions shall be immediately reported to the Senior Pastor or Associate 

Pastor.   
 

Off Campus Events & Security 

Anytime you plan on taking your group or class off campus, you must schedule the 

event with the D.C.M. and get permission at least one month ahead of time.  (All off 

campus events must be approved by session for insurance purposes.)  The Children’s 

Ministry Office will help you in the planning of your event and supply you with the 

necessary “Consent to Treatment Forms” for parents to complete. Here are some 

guidelines to observe: 

1.  Besides camp, there are to be no co-ed overnighters. 

2. With groups of both boys and girls, there must be both men and women leaders 

present at all times.   
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3. All events must be held in a public place. 

4. Please refer to the Ratio Guidelines when planning on or off campus events. 

5. Permission slips and proper medical release forms must be completed and signed 

by a parent or legal guardian for every person under age 18 attending the event. 

6. When transporting children, seat belts are required for all passengers. 

7. Never transport children in a car without the parent’s permission.  Don’t be alone 

with a child in a car.  Take another adult leader with you.  If you have to 

transport a child of the opposite sex, be sure to take another leader of the 

opposite sex with you. 

8. At the end of an off-campus event, never leave a child unsupervised.  There 

must be at least 2 leaders present. 

9. If you are using an on campus room, please leave the room as clean as possible, 

and ready for the next event. 

10. No red punch or juice in any of our carpeted classrooms. 

 

We recognize the GREAT value of spending time outside of Sundays/ Wednesdays with 

your kids. These guidelines are not to hinder you but to help protect you and the kids.   

 

CLEANING ROOMS AND TOYS 

Toys, tables, and other classroom items are to be wiped and cleaned after each use.  

Toys in the baby, toddler and 2 year old room are to be washed in sink with soapy 

water, or cleaned in the dishwasher, or wiped with disinfecting wipes, which are 

provided in each classroom.  

 

If your class has an extra messy project one day (paint, glue, glitter, etc.) please notify 

the D.C.M. and/ or the custodian on duty immediately, so the mess can be cleaned as 

quickly as possible.  

 

If there is a “bodily fluid” accident in your classroom,  

1. Move other children to another room or as far away from accident as possible. 

2. Put gloves on immediately, which can be found in your red evacuation 

backpack 

3. Call custodian on duty immediately. Notify Children’s Director or childcare 

Coordinator as soon as possible. 

4.  Use the bag of “oops” located in your cabinet for vomit or fecal matter on 

your carpet, chairs, or linoleum. This absorbs odor, and helps custodian locate 

the accident. 
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MEDICAL & EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

 
WELLNESS POLICY:   
For the protection of all children and workers, neither children nor workers nor 
volunteers with any of the following symptoms will be admitted into the nursery:  
 

 Fever within the last 24 hours  
 Vomiting or diarrhea within the last 24 hours  
 Untreated Pink Eye or other eye infection  
 Symptoms of childhood diseases – chicken pox, fifth disease, hand foot and 

mouth disease, etc.  
 Sore throat  
 Any communicable disease  

 Croup / excessive cough 
 Common Cold, including colored runny nose  
 Lice, including the presence of eggs or nits  

 
These are the guidelines that we follow and we expect children, staff, and volunteers to 
be free of these symptoms for 24 hours prior to coming back to the nursery. 
 
If a child is being treated with an antibiotic, he or she should have received treatment 
for at least 24 hours before coming into a classroom at church. Any fever should have 
been gone for 24 hours as well.   
 
Any allergies should be posted clearly in your room. 
 
In the case a Nursery Ministry worker or volunteer suspects a child is sick or does not 
meet the standards of the Wellness Policy, they should contact the D.C.M. or Early 
Childhood Coordinator who will contact the parents. An ill child may not stay in the 
classroom.  
 
INJURIES/ACCIDENTS:   
 
Dial 911 immediately for anything requiring emergency attention. (Broken bones, 
convulsions, fainting, unconsciousness, seizures, or other bodily injuries.)  You may 
either use your cell phone, or the phone in the classroom if there is one. (Dial “9” to get 
an outside line.)  
 
Typically, an injury can be treated with a little tender loving care, a cool cloth, and a 
Band-Aid, but we need to be prepared for everything.  Every classroom at FP has a red 
emergency backpack to be used for evacuations and disasters.  (See EVACUATIONS 
below.) 
 
Each classroom in the Children’s Ministry Center (CMC) also contains a small first aid kit 
containing Band-Aids and antiseptic wipes, etc. Each time it is necessary to treat a child 
with minor first aid  (scraped knees, etc.) please complete an “Incident Report.”  
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Incident Reports have multiple 
copies, so you can give one copy 
to the parent and one copy to 
the D.C.M.  (The third copy 
would go to another parent if the 
incident involved two children.)  
Please talk to the parent upon 
their arrival and let them know 
what happened.  
 

Any time there is blood, 

vomiting, or other bodily fluid in 

your classroom, a custodian must 

be contacted immediately. Please 

put gloves on before dealing with 

any bodily fluid.  

 

Any time you need to use an ice 

pack for a child (a fall, bump, 

etc.)  the parents should be 

contacted right away, as well as 

notification of the Early Childhood 

C Coordinator and/ or D.C.M. An 

Incident Report must also be 

filled out. 

 

If a child is severely injured and 

the parent cannot be located 

immediately and a child has to be 

transported to an emergency 

room, a staff member will 

accompany the child to the hospital.   

 

MEDICATION:  Our policies prohibit us from dispensing medication to any child while 

he/she is in our care.  If a child needs medication while at church, we need to contact 

the parent and ask him or her to come to the classroom to administer the medication.  

 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL ON CAMPUS:  Should a medical situation arise on campus 

that does not require a “911” emergency call, but might warrant a conversation with a 

doctor, nurse, or EMT on campus, please contact the D.C.M., the Early Childhood 

Coordinator, or the Welcome Center Host/ hostess so we might contact one of our 



Page | 27 
 

members on campus in the medical profession. (Jenni Blize, Fernando & Shanna Fan, 

Mark Nystrom, Esmeralda Tully, Anthony Levins, Patti Otts, etc.)  

 

EVACUATIONS: 

1. Read and understand the evacuation route for your class (posted near the door). 

2. Make sure the evacuation route is always posted. (If your evacuation route and/ 

or emergency backpack is ever missing from your classroom, please let the Early 

Childhood Coordinator or D.C.M. know right away so they can be replaced.) 

3. In case of a fire alarm, fire drill, or another disaster drill, prepare to leave the 

classroom immediately.  

4. Count the number of children in the room and pick up the sign in sheet (Early 

Childhood). You will use this sign in sheet to take “roll” after evacuating. 

5. You will also take the red emergency backpack with you. 

6. In the Lambs room, you will use the evacuation crib.  You will place up to 6 

babies/ toddlers into the crib.  If possible, DO NOT carry babies/ toddlers in your 

arms in the event of an evacuation.  While rushing and trying to care for all the 

children in the room, and keep all the children calm, your arms and hands need 

to remain free. 

7. Sheep Room, Rabbits Room, Chipmonk Room and Basketweavers Room: you will 

open your red emergency backpack and use the handled rope for the children to 

hold onto while they evacuate.  

8. Place an adult at either end of the line of children. 

9. Once evacuated, please stay with your class, and wait for instructions from a 

staff member.  

10. If it is an actual emergency (not a drill) you MAY NOT release children to their 

parents until given staff instructions and NOT UNLESS you have your class sign 

out sheet for parents to sign out their children. Parents must still show the 

proper pick-up sticker, or photo I.D.  

11. Do not release elementary age children on their own during any drill or 

emergency.  

12. Do not allow parents (of any age) to take their child from you during the 

“process” of evacuation.  Remind parents that they can walk with you but you 

cannot release a child until you have arrived at your designated location and 

checked the pick up stickers.  

 

EARTHQUAKES: 

1. Direct students to “drop and cover” until earthquake stops. 

2. Stay away from windows and bookcases or other large pieces of furniture.  

3. Do not evacuate unless given instructions to do so by a church staff member.  
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4. In the Lambs room, at the first sign of an earthquake, quickly cover the children 

with your body or place them inside the evacuation crib with the plastic play 

mats on top of the crib. (Making sure there is breathing room for the children.)  

5. If instructed to evacuate the classroom after an earthquake, take your class sign 

in sheet with you, as well as the red evacuation backpack.  
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Early Childhood:  2 & 3 Year Olds 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECAUSE HE IS LIKE THIS:  

PHYSICALLY: 

*He is little. 

*He may not grow at the same rate as other 
children his age. 

*His large muscles are developing. 

*His vocal muscles are not developed. 

*He can only do one thing at a time. 

*He is active. 

*He is susceptible to disease. 

*His senses are hungry. 

 
MENTAL: 
*He has a limited vocabulary. 

*He likes repetition. 

*His attention span is short. 

*His memory is undependable. 

*He believes everything he hears. 

*He does not understand symbolism. 

*He has no sense of time. 

*He learns through his senses. 

*He learns by asking questions.  

 
SOCIAL:  
*He is dependent. 

*He is timid. 

*He is self-centered. 

*He likes to play alone. (Parallel play, along 

side other children.) 

*He has imaginative playmates.  

*He desires attention. 

WE DO THIS:  

*Provide equipment suited to his height. (Pictures at 

his eye level.  Chair seat height 8-10“ from the ground.)  

*Do not expect more of the larger child. 

*Provide large crayons; simple handwork. 

*Do not require loud singing; choose songs with 
notes on the staff.  

*Do not require more. 

*Have a large room. Have several activities.  

*Have a sunny room on first floor. Keep toys, 
furniture, etc. clean and disinfected. 

*Provide materials that satisfy all his senses. 

 
*Choose simple stories with lots of pictures and 
visuals. 

*Choose stories worthy of repetition. 

*Change activities often. 

*Do not expect him to remember from one Sunday to 
another. 

*Tell him the truth. 

*Do not let one object represent another. 

*Use “Long ago”, not “fifty years ago.” 

*Let him see, touch, hear, taste, and smell. 

*Give him simple, true answers. 

 
*Give him assistance when he needs it. 

*Have small classes.  Provide consistent teachers. 

*Teach him to thank God for what he has.  Teach 
him to share. 

*Don’t expect him to stay in a large group for very 
long or to actually cooperate in play. 

*Do not encourage him to give them up.  

*Commend him for doing right. Praise and approval 

are wonderful means of discipline. 
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EMOTIONAL: 

*He has a sensitive nervous system. 

*He is afraid of the unfamiliar. 

*He has many fears. 

*He frequently says “no.”  

*He may have temper tantrums. 

*He needs security. 

 
SPIRITUAL: 

*He has a hunger for God. 

*He has abilities and limitations in 

understanding spiritual truth. 

*He “catches” his faith. 

 

 

 
*Avoid confusion and noise; choose durable 
materials. 

*Provide the familiar. 

*Avoid stories that cause fear. 

*Avoid opportunity for saying “no.”  Don’t ask 
questions that can be answered “yes” or “no.”  

*Try to avoid them; do not let them accomplish 
their intended purpose. 

*Visit his home; Be faithful in your attendance.  

 
*Focus on Jesus as you play with him in activity 

centers. 

*Stay within his spiritual language. 

*Expose” him to good examples.  
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Early Childhood:  4 & 5 Year Olds 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECAUSE HE IS LIKE THIS: 

 
PHYSICALLY: 
*He is growing rapidly. 

*His large muscles are still developing. 

*He has a lot of energy. 

*He tires easily. 

*He is susceptible to disease. 

*His eyes and ears are easily strained. 

 
MENTAL: 
*His vocabulary is still limited. 

*His attention span is limited. 

*He can memorize simple phrases. 

*He forgets easily. 

*He has limited ideas of time and space. 

*He has an active imagination. 

*He is extremely curious. 

*He is literal-minded. 

*He does what he sees others do. 

*He acts upon suggestion. 

*He learns through his senses. 

 
 

 
 
SOCIAL: 
*He is self-centered. 

*He is increasing in friendliness. 

*He is more able to play with others. 

*He is a real conformist. 

*He wants approval. 

WE DO THIS:  

 
*Equipment should fit him. 

*Use large crayons & pictures free from 
detail.  Do not expect drawings to be in 
proportion. 

*Alternate activity with quietness. 

*Provide clean, well-ventilated room. 

*Have good lighting; speak clearly. 

 

*Use words he knows. 

*Provide variety of activities. 

*Do not stress memorizing.  Be sure he 
understands what he memorizes. 

*Don’t expect too much verbatim. 

*Use “long ago” and “far away.”  

*Help him understand the difference 
between true and make-believe stories. 

*Answer his questions truthfully. 

*Use words that mean exactly what they 
say. 

*Set a good example before him. 

*Suggest doing right. (Make specific 
suggestions.) 

*Provide things for him to see, touch, hear, 
taste, and smell. 
 

*Encourage sharing. 

*Be a real friend to him. Show him Jesus is 
his best friend. 

*Provide opportunity for group play. 

*Set a good example before him. 

*Praise him for doing right (be alert to 
opportunities). 
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EMOTIONAL:  
*His emotions are intense. 

*Fear is the outstanding emotion.  

*He has some control over crying. 

*He may explode when angry. 

*He is naturally sympathetic. 

*He may become jealous. 

 
SPIRITUAL: 
*He thinks of God in a personal way. 

*He has simple trust in persons & God. 

*He is beginning to see the difference 
between right and wrong.  

*He asks about death. 

*He can experience real worship.  

 

*Have a quiet atmosphere; control own 
emotions. 

*Avoid using fear as punishment and 
telling horror stories. 

*Encourage him to ask for things rather 
than to cry for them; Avoid abrupt endings 
to his activities. 

*Teach him constructive outlets for anger.  
Do not let tantrums be successful. 

*Teach sharing with the less fortunate.  

*Avoid showing favoritism. 

 
*Have a personal contact with God 
yourself. 

*Be trustworthy; teach that God 
sometimes says “no.” 

*Teach that doing what is right is pleasing 
to God. 

*Answer simply. 

*Provide times of group worship.  Be alert 

for spontaneous worship. 
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Early Elementary Children: Age 6 & 7 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECAUSE HE IS LIKE THIS: 
 
PHYSICAL: 
*Slower growth than pre-schooler. Large muscle 
development continues (skill in playing ball, etc.) 

*Store-house of energy; cannot sit still 

*Difficult to stay neat and clean. 

MENTAL: 
*Eager to learn. 

*Asks innumerable questions. 

*Short attention span. 

*Reading skills greatly increasing. 

*Good speaking and listening vocabulary. 

*Enjoys repetition. 

*Learns best when actively involved. 

*Thinks in literal terms. 

*Big imaginations. Likes to pretend. Likes songs, 
rhythms, fairy tales, nature stories, comics and 
TV. 

*Unable to understand other person’s viewpoint. 

 
EMOTIONAL: 
*Deep need for approval (will sometimes exhibit 
unacceptable behavior to win approval of peers.) 

*Intense emotional feelings – usually anger or 
frustration. Is self-centered. 

*Often expresses his/ her feelings physically. 

*Wants to be independent yet is still very 
dependent at times. 

*Loves adventure. Need security and sometimes 
lack self-confidence. 

*Seven-year olds are often thoughtful and 
withdrawn. 

*Sets unrealistic goals for self.  

WE DO THIS: 
 
 

*Provide plenty of opportunity for physical 
movement.  

*Provide frequent changes of pace—quiet time, 
play times.  

*Avoid evaluations of outward appearance.  

*Enthusiastically teach God’s word. 

*Allow children to think through questions and 
arrive at a conclusion. 

*Use plenty of visual illustrations. 

*Remember—do not embarrass slower readers. 

*Be a good listener and encourage child to listen 
to others. 

*Repeat basic TRUTH you want to teach. 

*Plan appropriate activities in which the child 
may be a “doer of the Word, not hearer only.”   

*Avoid symbolism. 

*Allow children to use imagination through 
drama, art, and music. 

*Help child find concrete ways to express love to 
God and others. 

*Assure and show child your love.  Express 
affection and show interest in every child. 

*Be patient, have a sense of humor. 

*Use touch to communicate love and 
acceptance. 

*Set clear boundaries; make them responsible 
for their actions. 

*Use affirmative correction (“I will help you to 
remember to…” ) 

*Provide adult approval. 

*Give praise that emphasizes doing one’s best 
rather than perfection.  
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SOCIAL: 
*Being first and best is VERY important. 

 
*Taking turns is difficult 

*Movement from “I” to “you” and “we” is 
beginning to take place.  

 
SPIRITUAL: 
*He accepts the greatness of God – His 
omnipotence. 

*He accepts God’s Omnipresence. 

*He accepts God’s love and care in literal 
terms. 

*He talks to God wherever he is. 

*He has a simple “trust” in God. He likes to use 
his Bible. 

 

 
*Emphasize benefits of “putting others first” 
and the importance of each child. 

*Playtimes should be supervised. 

*Allow children to work together. 
 
 

 
*Display pictures, objects, etc. and talk of 
God’s great power to create and take care of 
the world. 

*Live and talk about God being with us all the 
time. 
*Reveal the attributes of God as part of the 
lessons. 

*Teacher can model short prayers in many 
circumstances and allow the children to pray. 

*Be patient as he finds the Bible stories or 
memory verses in the Bible.  
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Middle Elementary Children:  Ages 8 & 9 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECAUSE HE IS LIKE THIS: 
 
PHYSICAL: 
*May set unrealistic goals for self. 

*Loves repetition of physical activities. 

*Begin to have increased ability to stay with a 
task that interests them. 

*Growth rate steady but slow. 

*Girls continue to progress faster than boys; 
especially in small muscle control.  

 
MENTAL: 
*Constantly questioning adults. 

*Wide interest span. 

*Eager to learn about Bible characters. 

*Concepts of time, space and distance are 
increasing. 

*Enjoy expression through art and drama. 

*Willing to listen to ideas from adults and peers. 

*Memorize easily. 

*Short attention span. 

*Prone to day-dreaming. 

*Communication skills developing rapidly. 

 
EMOTIONAL: 
*Becoming more independent (wants to and 
can make some choices.) 

*Emotional growth spurts while physical growth 
slows. 

*Increased verbal skills. 

*A time of much teasing, nicknames, criticism.  

*Torn between need to be a child and desire to 
be grown. 

WE DO THIS: 
 
 
*Emphasize “trying” is most important, not 
perfection.  

*Jump rope, bounce or catch softball, etc. 

*Encourage him to try new activities and finish 
what he has started. 

* 

*Avoid comparisons and contests. 

 

 
*Take time to talk and reason with him.  Let him 
discover answers for self. 

*Vary your teaching methods and learning 
activities. 

*Study Bible heroes and Bible history. 

*Begin teaching the Bible in a chronological 
order. Let children see progressive order of 
Biblical events. 

*Allow children to “catch” Biblical concepts 
through drama, art, etc. 

*Include the children in planning activities. 

*Help him hide God’s Word in his heart. 

*Use Bible games:  Bible baseball, sword drills, 
etc. 

*Keep things moving in your class. 

*Begin teaching how to use reference materials. 

 
 
*Provide opportunity to establish independence. 

*Be understanding of exaggerated emotional 
expression. 

*Encourage expression by “listening.” 

*Provide adult approval and love for each child.  

*Praise them for good work and behavior.  Also, 
be patient.  
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  SOCIAL:  
*Important to “fit” into peer group 
dependence (dependence on adults 
decreases; desire to have status within peer 
group emerges.) 

*Important that he have a special friend. 

*Emphasis on fair play, mutual acceptance, 
cooperation, respect for others. 

*Nine year olds begin to be able to critique 
self.  Approval and self acceptance still is 
vital!  

 
SPIRITUAL:   
*Learning to make decisions based on right 
and wrong. 

*Sometimes difficult to admit wrong doing. 

*Has an honest, simple and trusting prayer 
life. 

*Realizes God’s presence and His ability to 
help. 

*Understands that God is all-knowing, all-
powerful, and loving.  

 

 
*Guide in selection of peer group.  Encourage 
interaction with friends.  
 
 
*Accept their friends. Encourage consistent 
attendance in order for children to build bonds with 
each other.  
 
*Be consistent and fair.  Establish guide lines. 
 
 

*Provide positive, definite praise (e.g. “I appreciate 
you very much.”  “That was a very kind thing you 
did for your friend.” 
 

 
*Many can understand need for Jesus as personal 
Savior. 

*Provide a simple definition of sin.  Sin is being 
“self centered.”  

*Encourage prayer and share time.  Do not force 
children to pray aloud.  Allow opportunity to pray. 

*Provide an opportunity to accept Christ as 
personal Savior. 

*Teach simple attributes of God.  
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Preteen Children: Ages 10-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECAUSE HE IS LIKE THIS: 

PHYSICALLY: 

*Usually very healthy 
 
*Loves doing activities such as building 
models, completing mazes, hammering, etc. 
 
*Large and small muscles well developed 
 
*Boys and girls even out somewhat in rate of 
growth 
 
*Boys and girls will participate together in 
activities 
 
*Active and curious (want to know why and 
how) 
 
*Tire easily (boys may be restless and wiggly, 
girls sometimes whimpery or dependent.)  
 
*Don’t enjoy repetition of skills as before. 
 
MENTAL: 
*Very verbal: enjoys talking, questioning. 
 
*Creative. 
 
*Can work for long periods of time with 
concentration and enthusiasm. 
 
*Beginning to question adult concepts. 
 
*Can easily absorb Bible facts. 
 
*Able to express ideas clearly. 
 
*Can and will think through, reason with and 
accept logical conclusions. 
 
 

WE DO THIS: 

 
*Provide many “doing” activities, allowing 
them to learn through discovery. 
 
 
*Provide “doing things” that involve going 
places.  Key to guiding relationships. 
 
 
 
*Use discussion and questioning in the 
teaching sessions. 
 
 
 
*Provide variety in lesson plans to combat 
fatigue caused by lack of interest. 
 
 
*Provide game competition. 
 
 
 
*Provide guidance, but especially 
encourage him to become self-thinking & 
self-directed. 
 
*Teach children the “why” behind Christian 
attitudes and actions. 
 
*Encourage Bible reading and doctrinal 
study. 
 
*Give opportunities to express what he has 
learned and articulate his ideas.  (Songs, 
drama, stories, art.) 
 
*Avoid too much symbolism.  Teach 
children to take responsibility for the 
consequences of their actions.  
 
 
 
 
*Make good use of each opportunity to 
reinforce child’s self- image. 
 
*Be aware of the changes in each area of 
their lives.  Be patient and understanding 



Page | 38 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMOTIONAL: 

*Age of relative stability. 

*Age 10 easy going, cooperative, content, 
friendly. 

*Age 11 emotional growth spurt—unsteady 
shifts from one mood to another quickly.  

*Sensitive to criticism.  

*Love to “philosophize” (looking for self-
identity in his world).   

*Needs to be heard. 

SOCIAL:   

*Strongly influenced by peers. 

*Does not like competition which separates 
him from peers. 

*Still enjoys family relationships. 

*Values judgments and feelings of adults. 

*Becoming less and less communicative with 
adults as group identity becomes more 
pronounced. 

*Developing sense of responsibility to church 
worship services, work, etc. 

*Ability to comprehend and infer – prime 
time to read Bible and apply to life 
personally. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

*Capable of deep feelings of love for God. 

*Can appreciate God’s attributes. 

*Aware of their need for a personal 
relationship with Christ. 

*Can participate in prayer and Bible reading.  
Provide opportunities to lead. 

*Often seeks to share his faith with friends. 

*Developing sense of responsibility toward 
the church. 

*Can use Bible study tools. 

EMOTIONAL: 

*Make good use of each opportunity to 
reinforce child’s self-image. 

 

*Be aware of the changes in each area of 
their lives.  Be patient and understanding 
toward these changes. 

*Guide them in the application of truth to 
daily life.  

 

*Provide listening ears instead of counsel.  

SOCIAL:   

*Allow freedom to be with friends, yet guide 
in choosing good peer group. 

 

 

 

*Be patient and understanding toward these 
changes. 

*Make lessons practical by providing 
structures opportunities for service. 

*Provide “how can I use this Bible verse in 
my own life?” questions. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

*Guide children to express love thru worship 
and service opportunities. 

 

*Provide the opportunity to accept Christ as 
their personal Savior. 

 

 
*Give them tools (tracts, booklets) to guide 
them as they share.  Teach them to use 
these materials. 

*Involve juniors in ministry/services. 

*Provide reference materials – Bible 
Dictionary, Atlas, Concordance.  Instruct how 
to use them. 
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LEARNING STYLES AT CHURCH 

 

There are many different ways to describe the unique differences in the way children 

learn and grow.  Here are TWO IMPORTANT TYPES that will be helpful to our ministries 

at First Pres. 

I. Learning Styles (Marlene LeFever) 

A. The Imaginative Learner:  This child learns through the imagination being 

stimulated.  He asks the question, “Does this interest me?” or “Is this 

useful information?” before becoming involved in the learning.  This child 

must be attracted with visuals, object lessons, etc. to the lesson 

content. 

B. The Analytical Learner:  This child leans through a logical process.  He 

must be involved in the learning.  He questions frequently and wants to 

know the details of the lesson.  He asks, “What does God say about this?”  

This child likes to read or be read to. 

C. The Common Sense Learner:  This child needs to get his hands into the 

lesson by doing some sort of craft or project.  Personal involvement is 

critical.  He asks the questions, “How does this work?”  This child needs 

activity, movement, personal exploration, and hands-on learning. 

D. The Dynamic Learner:  This child is highly motivated to learn by the 

application of the information.  He asks the question, “How can I use this 

in my own life?”  This child needs the lesson to be placed into the setting 

of his own life.  Role play or personal stories help tremendously for 

him. 

Another simple, yet effective way to categorize children’s learning styles is Visual, 

Auditory, and Kinesthetic. 

In the Sunday school setting, or other children’s ministry programs at church (VBS, 

midweek, etc) you will have a combination of all three of these types of children, so it’s 

important to include activities and techniques that reach all three types of learners. 

I. Visual:  The children with a visual style of learning will remember information 

best when presented with pictures or images.  Scripture memory will best be 

accomplished when combined with posters, flash cards, etc.  They will benefit 

from application activities that include art projects, or writing activities. 

II. Auditory: Auditory learners are best able to understand when they hear 

information.  Listening to the Bible stories or even re-telling the Bible lesson 

himself will be a major method of understanding.  Learning Scripture through 

songs or rhymes will be crucial as well. 
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III. Kinesthetic: Students with a kinesthetic learning style are the physically active 

members of the class.  These students learn best by manipulating objects 

and engaging in physical activities to learn the material.  For these types of 

learners it’s helpful to put hand-motions with the Scripture memory verses or 

to have them build projects, act out stories, or incorporate movement games 

into the lesson. 

By incorporating these three common learning styles into your lesson plans, Children’s 

Ministry Leaders can provide an environment that engages the entire class.  Use 

variety!  Don’t get in a rut!  If you see a child who is not engaged, try to use a different 

activity with a different learning style. 

Other alternative learning styles that children may exhibit include: 

 Verbal 

 Logical (mathematical) 

 Social  
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LEADING A CHILD TO CHRIST 

(Tips from “Kidologist” Karl Bastian) 

 

Children are the ripest field for the harvest of the Gospel.  Over 75% of Christians 

received Christ as a child.  And yet, while many Christians work with children, teaching 

them about God and the Bible, many become hesitant or shy when it comes to leading 

them to Christ.  There are a variety of reasons for this, but I believe the two primary 

reasons are  

1. The influence of the enemy who wants desperately to keep children from coming 

to Christ. 

2. A feeling of insecurity or lack of confidence in those who seek to reach out to 

children. 

 

Here is how we can be prepared and feel ready! 

 

#1 PRAY FOR THE CHILD 

You cannot save a child, only God can. But God can use you in the life of a child to 

bring him or her to God.  Pray for open doors to share the Gospel.  (Col. 4:2-4)  Realize 

Jesus is praying too and see His power.  (John 17:20-21) 

 

#2   FIND OUT WHERE THEY ARE AT 

Ask questions.  Get to know them so that you will be able to communicate effectively.  

 

#3    PRESENT THE GOSPEL 

Tell them the Bad News vs. Good News.  They can’t be found until they know they are 

lost!  Use a “WORDLESS BOOK” or other kid-friendly Gospel presentation. 

 

#4    HAVE THEM READ SCRIPTURE 

God’s Word will not return void! (Isaiah 55:10-11) God’s Word is a hammer and fire!  

(Jeremiah 23:29)  God’s Word is a sword!  (Hebrews 4:12) 

 

#5  ASK PROBING QUESTIONS 

Find out if they understand the Gospel.  “If you were to die tonight, do you know if you 

would go to heaven?” and then, “Why should God let you in?”  Their answers to these 

questions will not only tell you if they are saved, but will also guide you in how to 

present the Gospel or what misunderstandings you need to clarify.  Avoid confusing 

“religious” and “churchy” terms.  Keep it simple! 
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#6  LEAD THEM IN A PRAYER OF SALVATION 

They can simply repeat after you.  There is no “perfect” prayer, but these are the key 

ingredients of a salvation prayer:  Admission of sin, belief in Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, a request for salvation, an offering of thanks for salvation, and a request 

for help from God to live a righteous life.  

 

#7   REJOICE, REVIEW, REAFFIRM  

REJOICE!  Luke 15:10 tells us that the angels in heaven celebrate when a lost sinner 

comes to the Shepherd.  We should celebrate too!  Let the child see by your facial 

expressions, words, and attitude that you are rejoicing with them.  If you act like it is 

no big deal, it won’t be a big deal to them!  They have just crossed from death to LIFE! 

 

REVIEW with them what they have just done.  Make sure they understand the 

importance of this decision.  Only use the past tense!  This is now a done deal! 

 

REAFFIRM to them that not only are they now saved, but they can never lose their 

salvation!  They are now a child of God!  No one can snatch them out of the Father’s 

hand!  And nothing, not even sin, can separate them from the love of God!  Encourage 

them to get into the Word, to pray, and to start attending church regularly if they don’t 

already.   

 

WHEN YOU HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF LEADING A CHILD TO CHRIST, BE SURE TO 

SHARE THE WONDERFUL NEWS WITH THE CHILD’S PARENTS AND THE D.C.M.  YOU 

MAY WANT TO FOLLOW UP WITH DEVOTIONAL MATERIALS YOURSELF, TO CHECK ON 

THE CHILD, OR NOTIFY THE D.C.M. SO SHE CAN FOLLOW UP.  
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RESOURCES and SUPPLIES 

 

We are very blessed at First Pres with not only gorgeous classrooms and abundant 

storage in each room in the way of cabinets, shelves, and closets, but also a huge 

workroom on the second floor of our Children’s Ministry Center (CMC) overflowing with 

supplies.   

 

Here are some guidelines regarding supplies and resources: 

 

 Keep your rooms neat and clean. We share our rooms with many groups, 

including several outside organizations.  It is confusing sometimes to determine 

which supplies belong to which groups if supplies are not labeled and put away 

properly in cabinets.   Always put things away after each session or program.  

Don’t leave things out for the next group to have to work around. 

 

 Each classroom has its own storage in addition to what is available in the 

workroom.  General supplies such as glue, crayons, markers, pencils, and 

scissors are kept in each room.  Please keep these cabinets neat and clean. 

 

 Decorating rooms:  We encourage Sunday morning and Wednesday evening 

teachers to decorate bulletin boards or display areas in their rooms. If you have 

questions about which “walls” are ok to decorate, please check with the D.C.M.  

 

 At the end of each teaching year (summertime) we suggest cleaning, organizing, 

and purging through your supplies and cabinets.   

 

 Computers and projectors are provided in several classroom environments.  

These are for ministry purposes only.  Anytime a video or film clip or PowerPoint 

presentation is shown, be sure the content is appropriate. 

o Videos/ Movies:  Because there is a limited amount of relationship building 

time on Sunday mornings/ Wednesday evenings at church, we discourage 

the use of videos during class time, except for rare situations for special 

events. We only show “G” rated movies or movie clips at FP in Children’s 

Ministries.   If a “YouTube” or video clip is being shown as part of an 

object lesson or illustration, please show discretion and diligence in 

making sure there is nothing offensive or questionable for children in it.   

 

 If you need anything copied, laminated, or purchased, we would request a two-

week advance notice if possible.  You may place requests in the mailbox at the 
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Welcome Center.  We check this mailbox twice per week.  This is also where we 

put items for you to pick up.  

o You may purchase small supplies for your class or group with your own 

money, to be reimbursed by the church IF/ ONLY you have received prior 

approval from the D.C.M.   (Check the workroom for supplies before 

purchasing.) 

 

 Items in the workroom are to assist you and make teaching our kids fun and 

enjoyable.  You are free to use any workroom resources, but please return them 

promptly.  It would be helpful if you did not remove the whole container of 

items, but only take what you need out of each container.  If you find a tub of 

supplies that is empty, notify Carol/ Kelle in WRITING so we can restock what is 

missing. 

 

The following is list of supplies available in the workroom: 

 

Die Cuts:  We have an Accu-cut die cut machine and a growing number of die cuts 

in the Workroom: 

 
 airplane 
 ant - large (ellison) 
 ant- small (ellison) 
 set of 4 fall leaves (about 2") 

(ellison)  
 boy & girl border 
 church book (3 separate dies) 
 picture frame (Camp Style) for a 

4x6 photo 
 2" box w/ lid 
 Chinese Take Out Box 
 angel (3D) 
 Sheep (3D) 

 puzzle about 8x10 (cut into 6 
pieces) 

 heart shaped puzzle with cross in 
the middle about 5x7 

 4 " alphabet upper and lower 
case (Marshmallow Font) 

 5" alphabet Upper Case only - 
Vagabond Font 

 door knob hangar 
 a2 envelope 
 a2 card 
 Scalloped heart - about 3 1/2 x 5 
 3D cross (2 pieces) 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY WORKROOM INVENTORY 

 

Black Metal Shelves in Center of Room: 
 

Balloons  
Bandanas  
Baskets  
Beads  
Bean bags 
Binder clips 
Black & white car racing flags  
Blindfolds  
Brass fasteners 
Bubbles  
Buttons, sequins, plastic jewels (same box) 
Chalk, white & colored 
Christmas lights  
Clothespins (spring & doll type) 
Colored pencils  
Contact paper  
Cookie cutters, food coloring, toothpicks 
(same box)  
Copper wire 
Corn husks 
Cotton Balls 
Craft sticks -2 sizes 
Crayons 
Crayons (Multicultural skin colors) 
Crayons (thick, for preschoolers) 
Crepe paper  
Doily (lace) 
Dry beans 
Easter eggs  
Egg cartons  
Fake flowers  
Fake snow, Pillow batting (same box)  
Felt  
Finger Rockets  
First aid supplies 
Fishing line  
Flags (American)  
Foam craft kits & pieces (letters, shapes, 
etc.)  
Game pieces (dice, etc.) 
Gift boxes 
Glitter  
Glue bottles  
Glue guns & glue sticks  
Glue sticks 

Glue, Gorilla 
Glue, Tacky  
Gold coins (plastic) 
Hole punches 
Ink pads 
Jingle bells  
Lanyards & name tag clips 
Large ark of covenant (wooden)  
Magnets 
Marbles 
Markers, Black 
Markers, Highlighters 
Markers, Paint 
Markers, Permanent 
Markers, Washable 
Markers, Sharpies (black and colored) 
Modeling clay 
Mop& Glo ( for crafts) 
Musical instruments  
Packing peanuts  
Paint brushes 
Paper bags  
Paper crowns 
Paper handprints 
Paper money 
Paper towel tubes  
Pencil pouches 
Pens 
Ping pong balls  
Pipe cleaners 
Plastic shopping bags  
Plastic soap boxes  
Playing cards 
Pom poms 
Qtips 
Ribbon, curling 
Ribbon, Wide 
Rocks, various sizes  
Rope, twine (same box)  
Rubber stamps 
Rulers 
Safari hats kits  
Sand buckets (beach)  
Sandpaper 
Scissors (kids) 
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Sea shells  
Soap (flakes) 
Soap boxes - plastic  
Sponges 
Spray bottles, Squirt guns (same box)  
Square "cigar" boxes  
Stencils 
Sticky stuff (for hanging posters) 
Straight pins 
Straws (plastic drinking) 
String  
Tablecloths  
Tape- scotch, masking, duct, package, 

Tennis balls  
Tickets (1 part & 2 part) 
Tissue paper  
Tooth brushes 
Turkey basters 
Velcro washers 
Water color paints 
Whistles, timers, tape measure (in same 
box) 
Wiggle eyes 
Wooden snake crafts  
Yarn

Wall Area behind Black Metal Shelves: 
Tiki Torches 
Wrapping Paper 
Pool Noodles 
Wooden Dowels 
PVC Pipe Dowels 
 
Wooden Bookcase along North Wall 
CDs 
Children’s Choir musicals and resources 
Children’s story books 
Clip Art CD’s 
Coloring books, Activity page books (to make copies from for your class) 
DVDs 
Hats 
Sewing patterns for costumes 
Sunday School and Children’s Church curriculum resources 
VBS curriculum items 
VHS tapes 
 
Die Cut Area 
Butcher paper (40" tall)  
Construction Paper 
 
Wooden Shelves along South Wall 
Flashlights  
Hula hoops  
Prizes 
Craft items for Kid U and Christmas Wrap 
Bulletin Board resources (letters, borders, posters)  
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ONE FINAL NOTE 

 

In closing, I’d like to share a few words from Henrietta Mears.  Dr. Henrietta C. Mears 

(1890 – 1963), the first “Christian Education Director” at Hollywood Presbyterian 

Church, had a profound influence on the way contemporary ministry is conducted.  Her 

influence covered the breadth of the field, including church program development, 

teacher and leadership training, curriculum publishing (she started Gospel Light 

Publishing in 1933 because there was no attractive or consistent Sunday School 

curriculum available anywhere), camps and conferences (she founded Forest Home 

Conference Center in 1939), and mission’s education.  Her legacy endures through 

contemporary approaches to Bible study and materials for spiritual formation for all 

ages, as well as the ministries she founded, and the lives of outstanding Christian 

leaders including Dr. Billy Graham, Dr. Bill Bright, and US Senate Chaplain Richard 

Halverson, all of whom have impacted the world for Christ.  Whether you serve in 

Sunday School, or Kid University, or CritterLand, or Vacation Bible School, or any other 

Children’s Ministry at FP, I hope these words will challenge you and encourage you!  

 

Don’t ever say, “I am just a Sunday School teacher.”  If you were a professor 

at Harvard or Oxford, you would be proud of it – proud of the great 

responsibility.  Teacher, you are a professor in Christ’s college.  As a Sunday 

School teacher you can be equally proud- not the sort of pride that exalts 

self, but the warm joyful glow of humble satisfaction that comes to those 

who serve the Savior in His strength, not theirs. What a responsibility you 

have—to teach an immortal soul to have fellowship with God!  To fulfill this 

responsibility you must be wholly dedicated to the Lord and to the task He 

has for you to do.  Christ was a teacher.  He told you and me that our 

commission is to teach (Matt. 28:19,20).  Don’t ever say, “I’m just a Sunday 

School teacher.”  You are a teacher in Christ’s college.  Know your subject 

matter.  Be proud that you teach!   

(Mears, 1970, p. 40)  

 

 


